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 George Mair’s Book

But in the 1990s, following in the footsteps of Peale 
and Schuller, the leader of the next generation of 
Church Growth Movement pastors emerged. That 
man was none other than Rick Warren.1
                 

—George Mair, A Life With Purpose

In April 2005, a new book was published about Rick Warren. 
It was titled A Life With Purpose: Reverend Rick Warren: The Most 
Inspiring Pastor of Our Time. The book was an extremely favorable 
presentation of Warren and the Purpose Driven movement. 
Author George Mair genuinely liked and respected Warren as he 
described the Saddleback pastor’s life and ministry. Mair’s book 
was carried in major bookstores around the country—including 
Christian bookstores. The author’s high regard for Warren was 
evident throughout A Life With Purpose. Early on in his book, 
Mair writes:

I knew one thing for sure about Rick Warren: his 
is a fascinating story. A humble man with humble 
beginnings, he is changing America—and the 
world—“one soul at a time.”2 

After hearing him preach and experiencing 
Saddleback Church, I understand why millions 
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are listening to this man, and knew that the story 
behind the movement deserves to be told.3

His demeanor as the founder and pastor of one of 
the largest churches in the world reflects a man whose 
focus is on his mission to serve the Lord by bringing 
in the unchurched souls—the lost sheep—to embrace 
and celebrate the saving Grace of Jesus Christ.4  

A Life With Purpose is filled with continuous praise for Rick 
Warren and his Purpose Driven ministry. Nothing George Mair 
said could be considered negative or critical about Warren. In 
fact, the rare comment of a critic is usually offset by the author 
himself. For example, Mair states:

Another thing those critics fail to take into account 
is the role that Rick himself plays in the phenomenal 
growth of his church. Rick Warren is a truly 
charismatic spiritual leader. It’s clear to anyone who 
experiences one of his Saddleback services that he 
truly loves what he does. He relishes standing up at 
the podium, looking out at the smiling crowd, and 
sharing the Good News of Jesus.5

“New Age Preacher” Norman Vincent Peale 

 There is no question that A Life With Purpose is an over-
whelmingly positive account of Rick Warren and the Purpose 
Driven movement. However, at one point George Mair—in an 
almost naive and non-judgmental way—talks about Norman 
Vincent Peale and the New Age influence Peale had exerted on 
the Church Growth movement. Mair frames his remarks about 
Peale by writing:

The numbers speak for themselves. The Church 
Growth Movement has been wildly successful in 
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Southern California . . . as well as in the rest of the 
country. Which prompts us to ask: what are the 
roots of this powerful movement? Rick Warren may 
be the foremost figure in the CGM today, but he’s 
only a piece—albeit an important one—of a greater 
development in the Christian Church. Who and 
what gave birth to this movement in which Rick 
would play such a vital role?6

Mair answers his own question by stating what other writers 
have known and also set forth—that it was Norman Vincent Peale 
who really provided the spiritual foundation of today’s Church 
Growth movement. In a sub-section titled “Laying the Groundwork: 
New Age Preacher Norman Vincent Peale,” Mair writes: 

Reverend Norman Vincent Peale is, to many, the 
most prophetic and moving New Age preacher of 
the twentieth century. He is also the father of the self-
help movement that formed the groundwork for the 
Church Growth Movement. Peale formed perhaps the 
most dramatic and meaningful link between religion 
and psychology of any religious leader in history. It is 
this same approachable, therapeutic brand of religion 
that many mega churches, including Saddleback, 
put forward today. It is this kind of religion that is 
so appealing to the masses of unchurched men and 
women that Rick Warren hopes to reach.7

George Mair goes on to state that Saddleback Church “dis-
tinctly bears the stamp of Norman Vincent Peale”:

Peale’s ministry was the first to raise the question 
that still faces mega churches today: is it spiritual 
compromise if a pastor simplifies his message in 
order to make it appealing to a huge number of 
seekers?8
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His biographer, [Carol R.] George, says, “Norman 
Vincent Peale is undoubtedly one of the most 
controversial f igures in modern American 
Christianity.” But no matter what people think 
about his theories, they have to acknowledge Peale’s 
remarkable unification of psychology and theology. 
Without that unification, mega churches wouldn’t 
exist today. . . . In that sense, Saddleback distinctly 
bears the stamp of Reverend Norman Vincent Peale.9 

While Mair explains that it was Peale who laid the New Age 
“groundwork” for today’s Church Growth movement, he notes 
that it was Robert Schuller who helped to create the effectiveness 
of the megachurch movement on a national scale:

But it’s hard to argue that Schuller was not the first 
person to be effective on a national scale. He was 
unquestionably a pioneer in the Church Growth 
Movement and a major influence on Rick Warren.10

In his book, George Mair notes that Rick Warren had at-
tended the Robert H. Schuller Institute for Successful Church 
Leadership.11 Then, after describing some of the various church 
growth leaders up to and including the 1980s, Mair writes:

But in the 1990s, following in the footsteps of Peale 
and Schuller, the leader of the next generation of 
Church Growth Movement pastors emerged. That 
man was none other than Rick Warren.12

  

Occult/New Age Influence: Peale to Schuller to Warren

In researching his book, George Mair had discovered the same 
Lutheran Quarterly article sent to me the month before by the 
Indiana pastor. Citing the article, Mair wrote how Norman 

54     A “Wonderful” Deception



Vincent Peale had been accused of plagiarizing material from an 
occult source: 

Some of Peale’s former colleagues and another 
minister went so far as to accuse him of plagiarism. 
Writing in the Lutheran Quarterly, Reverend John 
Gregory Tweed of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and 
Reverend George D. Exoo of Pittsburgh wrote that 
many of Peale’s uplifting affirmations originated 
with an “obscure teacher of occult science” named 
Florence Scovel Shinn. They based this charge 
on their comparison of words in Peale’s writings 
and those of Shinn’s book, The Game of Life and 
How to Play It, in which they found some identical 
phrases.13

In A Life With Purpose, George Mair also reveals that Nor-
man Vincent Peale had been accused of using unattributed 
material from occult/New Age author Florence Scovel Shinn. 
From my own research that had been spurred by that same 
Lutheran Quarterly article, I learned that Peale had much more 
interest and involvement in the occult than I realized. He had 
openly endorsed the works of key New Age figures like Ernest 
Holmes, Eric Butterworth, and Bernie Siegel. Because ques-
tions had already arisen regarding Rick Warren’s undiscerning 
reference to Siegel and Warren’s use of unaccredited material 
from Robert Schuller in the The Purpose Driven Life, the very 
last thing Warren needed was a book—no matter how much it 
praised him—intimating a New Age link running from Peale 
to Schuller to Warren himself. In short, Warren did not need 
any more New Age implications arising that would cast further 
doubt upon his Purpose Driven movement. But ironically—at 
least on the surface—it wasn’t Mair’s remarks about Peale that 
stirred up concern at Saddleback Church but rather an offhand 
remark Mair had made in his book about author and business-
man Ken Blanchard.
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Ken Blanchard and Rick Warren

In A Life With Purpose, George Mair states that Rick Warren had 
“hired” business leader Ken Blanchard to train and equip church 
leaders in conjunction with Warren’s P.E.A.C.E. Plan. Again, 
with nothing but praise for Warren and Blanchard, Mair writes:

Rick Warren says that we need leaders—but what 
kind? Do we need more of Bill Gates, Jack Welch, 
and Warren Buffett? Rick says no. Not when we 
already have a perfect leader in Jesus Christ. We 
need to learn to lead like Jesus.

Here, as he always does, Rick taps the best and the 
most famous to help train church leaders to be 
like Jesus. He has hired Ken Blanchard, author of 
best-selling The One Minute Manager, to come to 
Saddleback to help train people how to be effective 
leaders at home, in business, in school, and in 
church. It is a dramatic and impressive move, one 
that is typical of Rick Warren.14 

 As noted in Deceived on Purpose, Rick Warren first de-
scribed his 5-step Global P.E.A.C.E. Plan on November 2, 2003. 
In introducing the P.E.A.C.E. Plan to his congregation and to 
those watching on the Internet, Warren mentioned the names of 
two key people in regard to his P.E.A.C.E. Plan—authors Bruce 
Wilkinson and Ken Blanchard. Prayer of Jabez author Wilkinson 
had just released a book titled The Dream Giver that was being 
promoted in conjunction with the P.E.A.C.E. Plan. Wilkinson 
had been at Saddleback the previous week to support the Schul-
leresque “God’s Dream” theme Warren was using to underscore 
his P.E.A.C.E. Plan. The other person Warren was bringing into 
the picture was Ken Blanchard, co-founder of the newly formed 
Lead Like Jesus organization. 

In introducing the leadership part of his P.E.A.C.E. Plan, 
Rick Warren described how the first “E” in his P.E.A.C.E. Plan 
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stood for “equip leaders.” He informed his congregation that 
Ken Blanchard had “signed on” to help train leaders “around 
the world.” Warren stated:

That’s why, on November 20, on a Thursday 
in a couple of weeks, Ken Blanchard and I are 
going to teach a national, nationwide simulcast 
called “Learning to Lead Like Jesus.” And we’ll be 
broadcasting it from Birmingham, but this is one 
of the churches we’re going to do it in, obviously, 
our own church. And so we’ll be coming here and 
I’m hoping you’ll be able to take the day off and 
come for a full day of leadership training. Now, if 
you don’t know who Ken Blanchard is, he wrote 
the best-selling leadership book of all time . . . One 
Minute Manager and a dozen other best sellers. But 
when he became a Christian, he said, “You know, 
Rick, I’m becoming less and less enamored with 
the American style of leadership and the American 
business modules of leadership which tend to be 
pretty manipulative. And I am more and more 
impressed with Jesus who was the perfect leader.” 
And so we need to learn to lead like Jesus.

Now Ken has signed on to help with the P.E.A.C.E. 
Plan. And he’s going to be helping train us in 
leadership and in how to train others to be leaders 
all around the world.15

From all appearances, Ken Blanchard would be playing an 
important role in helping to fulfill the “equip leaders” part of 
Rick Warren’s Global P.E.A.C.E. Plan. This was confirmed two 
weeks later when Warren appeared with Blanchard at the Lead 
Like Jesus Celebration in Birmingham. When Warren spoke at 
the conference, he stated that he and Blanchard were “working 
together” on the P.E.A.C.E. Plan: 
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[T]here is a dramatic shortage of servant leadership 
in the world. I’ve traveled all around the world, and 
people are following the wrong model of leadership. . . .
So, we’ve come up with a little plan called the peace plan. 
You and I [addressing Blanchard] are working together 
on this. The peace plan, P E A C E, Jesus, the master 
servant leader, was the Prince of Peace. . . . P stands 
for plant churches, E stands for equip leaders, and 
that’s what we’re here for today. . . . It is my goal and 
vision and your goal and vision to be used of God 
to raise up millions and millions of local churches 
and businesses and everybody else to plant churches, 
equip leaders, assist the poor, care for the sick, and 
educate the next generation. That can only be done 
when we get the right model of leadership.16

After Warren’s remarks about what he and Ken Blanchard 
hoped to accomplish together, Blanchard shared what Warren had 
said to him just before they went up to speak. Warren told him, 
“You know, Ken, let’s start a revolution.”17 Then Blanchard, with 
Warren sitting right next to him, proceeded to tell the audience 
how Norman Vincent Peale had been instrumental in helping 
him to come to the Lord fifteen years previous. Blanchard stated:

And God started sending me this team, Bob Buford, 
Norman Vincent Peale, and [Bill] Hybels. All kinds 
of people started coming after me. I finally joined 
up in 1987-88 and turned my life over to the Lord.18

Lighthouse Trails Press Release

It was not until the release of George Mair’s book in 2005 that 
some people learned that Rick Warren had announced back in 
2003 that Ken Blanchard would be working with him on the 
P.E.A.C.E. Plan. When Lighthouse Trails Publishing learned 
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about Blanchard’s involvement with Warren, they were con-
cerned. One of their authors, Ray Yungen, had been researching 
the New Age for many years and often came across Blanchard, 
who had been consistently endorsing and writing the forewords 
to New Age books and organizations. On April 19, 2005, 
Lighthouse Trails issued a press release, quoting George Mair’s 
book that Warren had “hired” Blanchard to work with him on 
the P.E.A.C.E. Plan.19 Lighthouse Trails warned of the serious 
New Age implications of allowing someone as undiscerning as 
Blanchard to teach Christians around the world how to “lead like 
Jesus.”The press release documented many of Blanchard’s New 
Age endorsements including Deepak Chopra’s book, The Seven 
Spiritual Laws of Success and a book titled What Would Buddha 
Do at Work? for which Blanchard wrote the foreword.

Another book that Ken Blanchard endorsed is Little Wave 
and Old Swell, written by Blanchard’s longtime friend and busi-
ness associate, Jim Ballard—an avid devotee of the late Hindu guru 
Paramahansa Yogananda. In fact, Blanchard wrote the forewords 
to both the 2004 and 2007 editions of Little Wave and Old Swell. 
He states that Little Wave and Old Swell is a book for “people of 
all faiths.” In the foreword of the 2004 edition, Blanchard writes:

Love is love. For that reason this little volume should 
not be thought of as a “religious” book. It is one of 
those rare stories whose message transcends ideas 
that divide people. It is for people of all faiths, as 
well as for those of no faith . . . .

Little Wave and Old Swell is a book for the innocent 
seeker, young or old, in each one of us. It’s a book 
to read alone and contemplate.20

But the “message” this Blanchard-endorsed book has for 
the “innocent seeker” is the foundational teaching of the New 
Age/New Spirituality—we are all “one” because God is “in” ev-
eryone and everything. In the 2007 edition (also with a foreword 
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by Blanchard), Jim Ballard writes:
[Old Swell] read Little Wave’s mind. “You are a 
moving wrinkle on the seamless fabric of the Great 
Deep,” he said. “You thought that you were separate, 
but no. You can never be apart from your Source.

“Know now that you and I and all our brother and 
sister waves are One with the Great Deep.

“We have always been One. 
We shall always be One.”21

At the very end of the story, the author offers a New Age 
prayer: “Help me to feel the Oneness within all things.”22

Lead Like Which Jesus?

On the day Rick Warren introduced his P.E.A.C.E. Plan at 
Saddleback Church and announced that Ken Blanchard had 
“signed on” to help with the P.E.A.C.E. Plan, George Mair was 
sitting in the congregation. At the time, Mair probably had no idea 
that Blanchard had endorsed New Age books and had personal 
ties to Norman Vincent Peale. He had assumed that when some-
one “signed on” they had been “hired”—an understandable as-
sumption. But Warren and Saddleback apologist Richard Abanes 
were quick to take Mair to task for saying Blanchard had been 
“hired” by Warren. They said Blanchard had not been “hired.” 
He had volunteered. This issue would become a major point of 
contention for Warren and his Saddleback defense team. In using 
it, attention would be deflected away from the real problem of 
Blanchard’s New Age sympathies and Warren’s wanting to utilize 
him to train leaders worldwide for the P.E.A.C.E. Plan.

Suddenly George Mair was a target for stating that Rick War-

* One instance when Warren gave this statistic was on August 17, 2006, 
when Rick Warren was interviewed by Charlie Rose. This may be viewed 
at http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-5555324196046364882.
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ren had “hired” Ken Blanchard to train people around the world 
to “lead like Jesus.” It was not George Mair, but the Lighthouse 
Trails press release that brought Blanchard’s New Age propensities 
to light. Yet despite Saddleback’s effort to discredit George Mair 
and his book, the question many people were asking was—“why 
would a self-professing Evangelical Christian like Rick Warren 
choose a New Age sympathizer like Ken Blanchard to train people 
to ‘lead like Jesus?’” And just what “Jesus” was Blanchard pointing 
people to—the Jesus of the Bible or the “Jesus” of the New Age? 
Did Blanchard even know the difference? Obviously, the “Jesus” 
of the New Age/New Spirituality books that Blanchard has often 
endorsed is “another Jesus.” In fact, the apostle Paul chides the 
Ken Blanchards of his day for their lack of spiritual discernment 
and their willingness to “bear with” and even follow “another 
Jesus,” who is not the real Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 11:4). 
Paul’s words also pertain to Rick Warren for his willingness to 
use someone as undiscerning and spiritually misled as Blanchard:

For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom 
we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, 
which ye have not received, or another gospel, which 
ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

In Matthew 24:3-5 the real Jesus Christ warns about false 
Christs—like the New Age Christ—who would come in His name 
at the end of time to deceive even the elect, if that were possible. 
With all of this information about Blanchard coming to the 
surface, the big question was how would Rick Warren deal with 
Blanchard’s New Age entanglements?  
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Five

Blaming the Messenger

THERE IS ALMOST NOTHING CORRECT IN 
MAIR’S BOOK.1
       

—e-mail from Rick Warren to Lighthouse Trails
  

In a May 31, 2005 midnight e-mail to Lighthouse Trails Pub-
lishing, Rick Warren made it clear that he was not happy with 
George Mair or with Lighthouse Trails regarding the subject of 
Ken Blanchard. With an apparent effort to take the spotlight 
off Blanchard’s New Age affinities, Warren attempted to place 
it on George Mair and Lighthouse Trails instead. 

With no documentation, Rick Warren immediately ac-
cused Mair of having “literally hundreds of errors and made-up 
conclusions” in A Life with Purpose. At the same time, he took 
Lighthouse Trails to task for relying on anything that Mair wrote 
in his book. Ironically, the only thing that Lighthouse Trails had 
quoted from A Life with Purpose was the statement that Warren 
had “hired” Ken Blanchard to help with his P.E.A.C.E. Plan. 
The April 19, 2005 Lighthouse Trails Press release stated: 

According to a new biography on Rick Warren, A Life 
With Purpose written by George Mair, Rick Warren 
has solicited the services of Ken Blanchard to aid 
him in training leaders: “Rick taps the best and most 
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famous to help train church leaders to be like Jesus. He 
has hired Ken Blanchard . . . . to come to Saddleback 
to help train people how to be effective leaders.”2  

Rick Warren didn’t seem to understand how a reasonable 
person could misinterpret the phrase “signed on” to mean 
“hired.” True, George Mair had assumed that “signed on” meant 
“hired,” but that was not even the issue Lighthouse Trails was 
raising. The issue was why would Warren choose a New Age 
sympathizer like Ken Blanchard to “equip” leaders around the 
world to “lead like Jesus”? Lighthouse Trails was not focusing on 
George Mair’s book—only on Blanchard’s New Age sympathies. 
Mair just happened to be the one who mentioned that Warren 
would be working with Blanchard to equip leaders. What proved 
to be so revealing to those watching Rick Warren, was how he 
and his apologists turned the tables on people. Rather than 
dealing with the New Age implications of the Purpose Driven 
movement, they tried to discredit those of us they perceived to 
be “critics.” In this case, George Mair and Lighthouse Trails be-
came the “problem” rather than Blanchard’s New Age affections.

Rick Warren’s midnight e-mail to Lighthouse Trails cited 
his many unsubstantiated objections to George Mair’s book. 
Interestingly, that e-mail was posted on the Internet by Richard 
Abanes within just a few hours after Warren sent it to Light-
house Trails.3 It began circulating quickly, and within twenty-
four hours, Lighthouse Trails was receiving calls and e-mails 
about Warren’s e-mail to them. Lighthouse Trails would later 
post a point-by-point response to Warren’s e-mail, contending 
that most—if not all—of his complaints regarding George Mair’s 
book and the Lighthouse Trails Press Release were generally 
misstated and simply not true. Warren’s e-mail and the Light-
house Trails point-by-point refutation are still posted at www.
lighthousetrailsresearch.com. 
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Thou Dost Protest Too Much     

In his e-mail to Lighthouse Trails, the pastor with a reputation 
for being “seeker-friendly” was anything but “seeker-friendly” with 
George Mair. Although Rick Warren has stated on numerous oc-
casions that there are 2.3 billion Christians* in the world, he made 
it clear in his e-mail he did not consider Mair to be one of them. 
Even though Mair described himself as a Christian (and actually 
was attending Saddleback for two years while he was writing A Life 
with Purpose), Warren dismissed Mair as “an unbeliever”—someone 
who “was not even born again.” In questioning Mair’s faith, War-
ren was trying to undermine Mair’s credibility in commenting on 
anything pertaining to Warren and the Church Growth movement. 
In his e-mail to Lighthouse Trails, Warren wrote:

George Mair, an unbeliever, evidently wanted to 
make a quick buck turning out a book on me, at 
the peak of the popularity of The Purpose Driven Life 
. . . Since he is not even born again, he certainly 
wouldn’t understand theology, what I believe, or 
even the basics of our ministry.4

Perhaps hopeful that Mair’s reference to “New Age prophet 
Norman Vincent Peale” would be buried along with the Light-
house Trails documentation of Ken Blanchard’s New Age en-
dorsements, Warren made it seem that George Mair’s book was 
completely worthless—even though Mair’s book had nothing but 
effusive praise for Rick Warren and his ministry. Using capital 
letters to make his point and to express his displeasure with Mair, 
Warren wrote in the e-mail: 

THERE IS ALMOST NOTHING CORRECT IN 
MAIR’S BOOK. Practically every page has either 
a factual error, a made-up story, or Mair’s weird 
interpretation of my motives and beliefs.5

64     A “Wonderful” Deception



After detailing these alleged “factual errors,” Rick Warren 
added:

I could go on and on, but any author who gets such 
basic facts wrong (that are easily checkable) should 
not be trusted with his interpretation of anything.6

In attempting to discredit George Mair, it appeared that 
Rick Warren was also attempting to discredit Lighthouse Trails 
and what they had written about Ken Blanchard. However, as 
Lighthouse Trails was quick to point out, it was Warren who 
was getting most of his facts wrong. For example, in regard to 
Blanchard’s New Age endorsements, Warren stated in his e-mail 
to Lighthouse Trails that Blanchard’s actions were the result of 
Blanchard being a “new believer.” He said Blanchard should not 
be held responsible for those endorsements because they had been 
made before he was a Christian. He wrote:

Ken is a new believer—a new creature in Christ. 
He should not be held accountable for statements 
or endorsements he made before he became a 
Christian. And he’s just learning now.7

 But Lighthouse Trails would show in their point-by-point 
refutation that Rick Warren’s statement about Ken Blanchard be-
ing “a new believer” was not true—at least according to Blanchard, 
who, by his own description, had been a believer for fifteen years—
since the late 1980s. In fact, Warren was sitting next to Blanchard 
at the 2003 Lead Like Jesus Celebration in Birmingham, Alabama 
when Blanchard described the date of his conversion to everyone 
at the conference. Blanchard told Warren and all those in atten-
dance and watching on the simulcast that he had come to the 
Lord “in 1987-88.” As previously mentioned, Blanchard stated:

And God started sending me this team, Bob Buford, 
Norman Vincent Peale, and [Bill] Hybels. All kinds 
of people started coming after me. I finally joined 
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up in 1987-88 and turned my life over to the Lord.8

Ken Blanchard, by his own description, was anything but “a 
new believer,” contrary to what Rick Warren told Lighthouse Trails 
in the e-mail he made public through Richard Abanes. In addition 
to the Birmingham Lead Like Jesus Celebration, Blanchard de-
scribed his 1987-88 conversion in his 1994 autobiography, We are 
the Beloved: A Spiritual Journey. In We are the Beloved, Blanchard 
similarly explained that prior to his conversion he had been spiri-
tually prepared by Norman Vincent Peale, Bob Buford and Bill 
Hybels—three men associated with Robert Schuller.9 The fact that 
Blanchard came to the Lord under the tutelage of Peale and two 
other colleagues of Schuller, explains a lot more about Blanchard’s 
New Age endorsements than Warren’s attempt to blame them on 
Blanchard being “a new believer.”

Another New Age Link: Henri Nouwen 

A  website for Hindu Guru Paramahansa Yogananda discloses 
that We Are the Beloved—Blanchard’s 1994 Christian testimony—is 
actually “ghost-written” by Blanchard’s longtime New Age friend, 
associate, and Yogananda devotee Jim Ballard.10 One of the people 
Blanchard dedicates his book to is Norman Vincent Peale.

Along with his praise of Norman Vincent Peale, Blanchard 
states that the title of his book—We Are the Beloved—was inspired by 
the late mystical/contemplative/Catholic priest Henri Nouwen’s 
book, Life of the Beloved.11 Blanchard quotes Nouwen frequently 
in his book and credits Leadership Network head, Bob Buford, 
for introducing him to the writings of Nouwen.12 Many emergent 
and alternative church figures were trained by Bob Buford’s 
Leadership Network. They too tout Nouwen and other mystics 
in their writings. Nouwen is a favorite of both Rick Warren and 
his wife, Kay. In Ray Yungen’s book, A Time of Departing, which 
exposes the contemplative prayer movement, Yungen documents 
the Warrens’ strong admiration for Nouwen as well as Warren’s 
promotion of other contemplative prayer teachers.13 
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Interestingly, Robert Schuller incorporated Nouwen’s ideas 
into the Institute for Successful Church Leadership that was 
attended by thousands of pastors, including Rick Warren. In 
addition, Schuller had Nouwen as a special guest on the Hour of 
Power television program in 1992. After Nouwen appeared on 
that program, his “reputation [among Protestants] blossomed dra-
matically.”14 In his book Here and Now, Henri Nouwen presents 
his bottom-line belief—that is also the bottom-line teaching of the 
New Age/New Spirituality—that God is “in” everyone. He wrote:

The God who dwells in our inner sanctuary is also 
the God who dwells in the inner sanctuary of each 
human being.15

Nouwen’s seductive but obviously false New Age teaching 
that God is “in” everyone parallels Robert Schuller’s sermon 
at the Crystal Cathedral when he proclaimed that God is “in” 
every single human being.16 This foundational teaching taught 
by Nouwen, Schuller and countless New Age teachers is, again, 
what Norman Vincent Peale taught in his 1952 book The Power 
of Positive Thinking when he wrote: “God is in you.”17

Blanchard’s Book with Peale   

A probable key to Ken Blanchard’s New Age inclinations is al-
luded to in We are the Beloved. He writes that one of the ways he 
listens to God is by reading The Daily Word—a monthly New Age 
publication his mother had been giving to him since he was a child:

Listening, for me, also includes reading other helpful 
devotional books. In addition to reading the Bible 
each morning, I usually read a selection from a daily 
devotional—a collection of inspirational readings 
designed to be read through in a year. My current 
favorites are Time With God and The Daily Word (a 
monthly publication my mother has given me since 
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I was a child).18

The Daily Word is published in Unity Village, Missouri by the 
New Age Unity School of Christianity. Their “Christianity” is 
definitely not biblical. In fact, they are long-time proponents of 
A Course in Miracles that teaches that “the recognition of God 
is the recognition of yourself”19 and that we are all Christ.20 As 
previously mentioned (on page 38), the Unity School of Christi-
anity is where Robert Schuller told New Age believers about the 
need to counter Christian “Fundamentalists” by “positivizing” 
the Christian faith. 

Norman Vincent Peale and Robert Schuller were both drawn 
to the New Age/New Thought “principles” of the Unity School. 
Peale said he believed the Unity movement was “good” because it 
“has brought the Divine into the consciousness of untold thou-
sands of people.”21 Schuller also showed his adherence to these 
Unity “principles” when he said “how helpful they had been to 
him in his work.”22

While Rick Warren and his apologist probably hoped that 
the Ken Blanchard “problem” would just quietly disappear, 
more New Age implications regarding Blanchard would come 
to light. In 1988 when Blanchard really was a new believer—he 
co-authored a book with Norman Vincent Peale. The book was 
titled The Power of Ethical Management and was based on New 
Age/self-esteem type principles popularized by Peale and Schuller 
through the years. The book was published just two years after 
Peale endorsed Bernie Siegel’s book Love, Medicine & Miracles.

Church Growth: Peale, Schuller, Warren  

In his e-mail to Lighthouse Trails, Rick Warren made only one 
mention of Norman Vincent Peale in expressing his objections to 
George Mair’s book. He stated: “Mair says that New Age Minister 
Norman Vincent Peale was my mentor!”23 But as Lighthouse 
Trails pointed out in their response to Warren, Mair never said 
that Peale was Rick Warren’s “mentor.” Mair simply stated that 
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Peale had been instrumental in laying the groundwork for today’s 
Church Growth movement.24 Robert Schuller, however, has 
openly described Peale as his mentor.25 And Schuller has described 
how Peale’s 1957 appearance at his church helped to catapult 
Schuller and his church into prominence. Schuller’s megachurch 
soon inspired the whole Church Growth movement.26 And while 
Warren avoids crediting Peale or Schuller for influencing his min-
istry, there is no doubt that Saddleback Church was forged in the 
bowels of a Church Growth movement that was inspired by their 
teachings. Just as clearly as Schuller described Norman Vincent 
Peale as his mentor, Schuller’s Hour of Power website stated that 
Rick Warren had been “mentored” by Schuller’s ministry.27 

Stumbling into the Truth

Many people felt empathy for George Mair. All he did was 
write a positive, upbeat account of Rick Warren and his Purpose 
Driven movement. It was a given that Mair was a popular writer 
who knew he had a good story in Warren. But the fact of the 
matter is that he wrote a very flattering account of Warren’s 
life and ministry. He had even subtitled his book—The Rever-
end Rick Warren: the Most Inspiring Pastor of Our Time. While 
writing his book, Mair had attended Saddleback Church and 
even contributed money to the church. On paper—book or no 
book—George Mair would seem to be the kind of person Rick 
Warren would want to reach out to and try to encourage in the 
faith. Yet Warren expressed nothing but disdain for this man 
who had only good things to say about him. Mair had obviously 
hit a very sensitive nerve with Warren. 

What was it about Mair’s book that affected Rick Warren so 
greatly? The objections Warren listed seemed rather trivial and 
superficial. Was Warren really that upset over whether or not 
he was described as meeting his wife in high school or college? 
Or whether or not Warren’s father officially headed up a youth 
ministry? Or were the issues Warren raised masking his real 
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concern regarding Mair’s book—how Mair had described Nor-
man Vincent Peale and Robert Schuller as the founding fathers 
of the modern day Church Growth movement that eventually 
gave birth to Rick Warren’s Saddleback Church and his whole 
Purpose Driven movement. 

Rick Warren protested in his e-mail to Lighthouse Trails 
that he had never even read Norman Vincent Peale’s The Power 
of Positive Thinking. But what Warren was overlooking was that 
Robert Schuller probably read every book Peale ever wrote and 
that Schuller had incorporated many of Peale’s teachings into his 
own books and sermons. These teachings were then passed on to 
pastors, like Warren, who were now passing them on to others 
whether they realized it or not. In Deceived on Purpose, I wrote:

[I]t seemed that one of Rick Warren’s unstated 
purposes was to mainstream Robert Schuller’s 
teachings into the more traditional “Bible-based” 
wing of the Church. Many believers who seem to 
trust Rick Warren, ironically, do not trust Robert 
Schuller. Rick Warren’s “magic” seems to be able to 
make the teachings of Robert Schuller palatable to 
believers who would have otherwise never accepted 
these same teachings had they come directly from 
Schuller himself.28

Whether or not Rick Warren ever read The Power of Positive 
Thinking or ever met one-on-one with Robert Schuller were not the 
issues. The point George Mair made most effectively in his book 
was that Warren and the whole Church Growth movement had 
been greatly influenced by Norman Vincent Peale and Schuller. 
And this was not something that Rick Warren wanted to see in 
a book published by Penguin Books and going out to countless 
numbers of people. Mair’s observations have underlined my 
concern regarding the definite New Age implications to Rick 
Warren’s Purpose Driven movement. 

George Mair probably understood very little about New 
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Age teachings. The New Age was probably not something evil 
or deceptive to him. But in his research, he came upon the Lu-
theran Quarterly article that described Norman Vincent Peale’s 
attraction to New Age teachings. All Mair did was report what 
he found. He wasn’t making any judgment about Peale or the 
New Age. I knew from a book Mair had previously written 
about Oprah Winfrey, that he had similarly discovered Oprah’s 
New Age affections and her relationship with New Age leader 
Marianne Williamson. To Mair, this wasn’t a negative thing. 
It was just part of what turned up in his research. However, by 
simply doing his homework, Mair had turned over a Norman 
Vincent Peale-Robert Schuller rock that Warren would have 
preferred being left alone. Ironically, Mair was just trying to 
write a positive book about Rick Warren. It just so happened 
that he stumbled upon the truth. 

Christian Charity? 

George Mair was stunned by Rick Warren’s overwhelmingly 
negative—even hostile—reaction to his book. It never occurred 
to Mair that “the most inspiring pastor of our time” would be 
so offended by the writing of such a favorable book. Prior to 
the untoward treatment he received from Rick Warren and his 
apologists, Mair said he had been extremely impressed with War-
ren and his Purpose Driven ministry. During the writing of his 
book, Mair said he had come to believe that Rick Warren was 
a “great man.”29 After A Life With Purpose was published, Mair 
acknowledged he was genuinely shocked by the angry response he 
received from Warren and his apologist. Commenting specifically 
on this, George Mair stated:

I am stunned by the viciousness of the attacks on me 
although I know that sort of thing happens (never 
has in my 20 or so previous works). . . . Even more 
curious to me is what happened to the concept of 
Christian charity. 30
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Two further notes of irony. First, to insure the accuracy of 
his book, George Mair wanted to make sure his manuscript was 
made available to Rick Warren before it went to press. According 
to a written statement Mair provided to Lighthouse Trails, he 
contacted Saddleback’s “chief attorney,” but several months went 
by with no response from the attorney. When the Saddleback 
attorney finally responded, it was too late—the book had already 
gone to press.31 Secondly, as Warren appeared to distance himself 
from Ken Blanchard, Warren was actually sitting on the National 
Board of Blanchard’s Lead Like Jesus organization and would be 
one of the key endorsers of Blanchard’s 2005 book, Lead Like 
Jesus. But even with Saddleback’s all-out efforts at damage con-
trol, Rick Warren and his staff were about to be embarrassed in 
a whole new way by one of Rick Warren’s “best friends.”  

For more information on A “Wonderful” Deception, click here. 
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